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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Score in C.
Arabic, Aramaic, Hebrew and Greek texts are given in English transliteration.

In movements 6 (Now my life is only weeping) and 9 (Are you lost out in darkness?)
ch is pronounced as in Scots loch.

The contralto solo part may be sung by a mezzo-soprano with the requisite range.

Optional parts for ‘ethnic’ woodwind instruments are included in movements 2 and
9. Tt is strongly emphasised, however, that Stabat Mater can be performed without
these ethnic or improvisational elements since alternative melodic material for
standard orchestral instruments is incorporated. In movement 9, although scales
are indicated for possible improvisation by singer or ethnic flute, only one performer
should improvise at a time, at the discretion and direction of the conductor.



INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes

2 Oboes (2nd doubling Cor anglais)
2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons (2nd doubling Contrabassoon)
4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in Bb

2 Tenor trombones

Bass trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (5)*%

Strings

*1: darbuca (or goblet drum)
2: riq (or tambourine)
3: tubular bells, 3 low drums (or low/floor tom-toms),
finger cymbals, cymbals
4: bass drum
5: cymbals, suspended cymbal, tam-tam (low)

Notes on the percussion

The percussion used in the recording includes many
instruments indigenous to the Middle East. However,
the work can be performed with more commonplace
percussion.

A goblet drum is held under one arm and struck with

the hands. A ‘western’ or any other drum may be used
providing it is struck with the hands.

Duration: 62 minutes
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2. Incantation

With angst .= 48

3
o o w_ ==
Contralto Solo [t ! r— t  — i —— e ——|
PR S i i 5 i |
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Intensely and with angst. Molto rubato a piacere. Apart from the Arabic text, sing to any
suitable syllables. Ad lib idiomatic turns, portamentos and bends’ at performer’s discretion.
B ~ ~ Improvise around & between vocal over pedal A’
‘Bthnic’ woodwind  (A5% T 77— 7 7 [ - 7 e - ]
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Flute 1.2

Oboe 1.2

Clarinet 1.2 in Bb

Bassoon 1.2

Horn12inF

Horn3.4inF

Trumpet 1 in B>

Trumpet 2.3 in Bs

Trombone 1.2

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

3. Cymbals

4. Bass Drum

5. Suspended Cymbal

Soprano

Tenor

Bass

Violin T

Violin IT

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass

With torment J = 48

3. Vidit Jesum in tormentis
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Quis estho-mo qui nonfle-ret, Ma-tremChris-ti si
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6. Now my life is only weeping

76

From Rumi, Quairains
(Persian, 13th Century CE)
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7. And the Mother did weep
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11. Fac, ut portem Christi mortem
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12. Paradisi gloria
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